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a history of the townships of the county. The remainder of the 
work, pages 739 to 1,247, contains biographical data on the promi- 
nent men of the county, most of whom are still living. These 
sketches are in the regulation form for county histories, and 
though not too fulsome and containing much of distinct historical 
value, they occupy a disproportionate part of the entire work, if 
service in making known the history of the county be the criterion. 
The presence of many pictures adds pleasure to the use of 
these volumes, but the reader feels constantly the need of maps. 
Especially is a large detailed map of the entire county needed. 
The presentation is, in general, journalistic, and split infinitives 
are the order of the day. The index, curiously enough, is found 
at the beginning of the first volume and is more carefully and 
scientifically prepared than the indexes of many county histories. 
It may be well, in closing, to state that the publishers, the Amer- 
ican Historical Society, are not to be confused with their more 
distinguished brother publishers of similar name, the American 
Historical Association. 

Grace Lee Nute 

The Blanket Indian of the Northwest. By Colonel G. O. 
Shields. (New York, Vechten Waring Company, 192 1. 
322 p. Illustrations.) 

Colonel Shields states in his preface that this work has de- 
veloped from an illustrated lecture on the blanket Indians. " The 
lecture consists almost entirely of personal reminiscences of 
Indians I have known, hunted with, camped with, feasted with 
and starved with, " he writes. It is well that the reader is thus 
partially prepared for what is to come, for the book is a curious 
jumble of history, legend, and tribal custom, set down without 
much attempt at organization and arrangement. A chapter on 
" How the Indians Name Their Pappooses " is followed by one 
entitled " A Hold Up in the Bitter Roots, " and this in turn by 
one headed " A Raid by Cree Horse Thieves. " Included in the 
last-mentioned chapter is a section describing " A Salmon 
Smokery. " The disjointed character of the book makes it diffi- 
cult to find specific items of information for which the reader 
may be looking. 
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Colonel Shields evidently has traveled widely and has observed 
the customs of many tribes, but he has made little or no com- 
parative study of tribal customs despite the obvious value of such 
a method. He interprets the term " Northwest " to mean the Far 
Northwest, and most of his book deals with the tribes of the 
western plains and the Pacific coast. Chapters 14 and 15, how- 
ever, discuss briefly the various groups comprising the Sioux 
nation, and mention is made in passing of the four bands of 
Minnesota Sioux which took part in the great outbreak of 1862. 
The author is clearly much more familiar with that tribe after 
it found a home on the plains of the Dakotas and Montana. Very 
little information, however, is furnished regarding them. They 
are of interest to the writer mainly because of their fierce strug- 
gles against the forces of the United States. 

Much attention has been given in the book to the illustrations, 
and portraits of many noted chiefs are reproduced, but poor color 
work in the printing has lessened the attractiveness of the pictures. 
Even the brown tones are muddy and, as it is here reproduced, 
one misses something of the strength which is present in every 
line of the Barry portrait of Chief Gall. 

In view of the request contained in the publisher's foreword 
to be charitable and to forgive " trifling human errors, " since 
the work was put through the press without author's corrections, 
it is not worth while to call attention to typographical errors 
although some could be noted. The book is printed on good 
paper, attractively bound, and supplied with a table of contents 
and an index. The work may be regarded as an interesting but 
not particularly important contribution to the literature on Indian 
life and customs. 

WlLLOUGHBY M. BABCOCK, Jr. 

South Dakota Historical Collections. Volume 10. Compiled by 
the State Department of History (Pierre, Hippie Printing 
Company, 192 1. 608 p. Illustrations.) 

Among the papers printed in this volume that of greatest in- 
terest to Minnesotans is the history of " A Steam Wagon in 
Minnesota and Nebraska in i860 and 1862. " This machine was 
first used by the inventor, Major Joseph R. Brown, at Hender- 



